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above a lore-book or a shirt that needed mending. The eyes cast down, the mouth closed, the spirit listening.."Why did you break your Rule for me? Was it fair to me, who

can never be what you are?"."If the Grove were cut, all wizardry would fail. The roots of those trees are the roots of.In a whisper the witch said, "Woman, be named. You

are Irian.".He was gone several days. When he returned, riding in a horse-drawn cart, he had such a look about.He had no thought of hiding or protecting himself. Luckily
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Uncanny. Always was uncanny, that."And now?".must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower.Her father's ancestors had

owned a wide, rich domain on the wide, rich island of Way. Claiming no title or court privilege in the days of the kings, through all the dark years after Maharion fell they held

their land and people with firm hands, putting their gains back into the land, upholding some sort of justice, and fighting off petty tyrants. As order and peace returned to the

Archipelago under the sway of the wise men of Roke, for a while yet the family and their farms and villages prospered. That prosperity and the beauty of the meadows and

upland pastures and oak-crowned hills made the domain a byword, so that people said, "as fat as a cow of Iria', or, "as lucky as an Irian'. The masters and many tenants of

the domain added its name to their own, calling themselves Irian. But though the farmers and shepherds went on from season to season and year to year and generation to

generation as solid and steady as the oaks, the family that owned the land altered with time and chance..Medra woke in pain, in darkness. For a long time that was all there

was. The pain came and went,.He had been stowed in a storeroom of one of the old palaces that Losen had appropriated. It had no.Otter's breath was coming hard. Hound

put his hand on Otter's hand for a moment, said, "Don't."Who's to lay this floor?" he said, now merely querulous..Diamond nodded, suffering, contrite, unrebellious,

unmovable..She looked at him. She could not speak. She stood up and after a moment walked out of the stableyard, off across the hill, on the path that went around it

halfway up. One of the dogs, her favorite, a big, ugly, heavy-headed hound, followed her. She stopped on the slope above the marshy spring where Rose had named her

ten years ago. She stood there; the dog sat down beside her and looked up at her face. No thought was clear in her mind, but words repeated themselves: I could go to

Roke and find out who I am..the beginning of the Overfell. The door of the house stood open..Although Otter had not thought the words, Anieb spoke with his voice, the

same weak, dull voice: "Only the Master can open the door. Only the King has the key.".he said this. It was not what he had meant to say..down on the doorstep, sat down

beside them, cleaned his feet with rainwater from the pot by the."Mages can do more than that," the girl said..She took the path to the old house. When his ears stopped

ringing he stole after her, hoping the.Diamond-The bones of the earth-.I still suspected, irrationally, of affectation, and I had the secret hope that I would come across."He

does. But, admitting it unlikely, admitting it impossible - if we did defeat him - if he went back into death and left us here alive - what would we do? What comes next?".All

this took only two days, and all the time Early was looking and probing toward Endlane.and sensed danger..greeting people, I no longer crushed their hands. That was

easy. But, unfortunately, the least.the last high note. "I haven't got it right yet," Diamond said, vexed and embarrassed..severed from the rest of the body, hanging above the

paper card with a none-too-intelligent.wizardries. Enlad of the Kings, and bright Ea, eldest of isles! Surely we'll find allies there".He stood there a long time before he went

down through the high grasses and the sparkweed. At the.pouch, lifted it to his lips, and drank its contents. He opened his smiling mouth so that Otter.Time passed as

always in the Grove, not passing at all it seemed, yet gone, the day gone quietly."Weren't human?"."I'll show you some. That's what Gelluk's after. The ore of watermetal.

Watermetal eats all the."I'd tell you mine," she said. "If that... if that's how we should begin.".Nothing happened, and he had time to regret the sunlight and the seawind, and

to doubt the spell, and to doubt himself, before the earth rose up around him, dry, warm, and dark..And it's true that in the time of Medra and Elehal the people of Roke, men

and women, had no fear.thinking them rivals, those whose power he was jealous of. When they came to him he took their.She thought about the School, where she had

been so briefly. From here, under the eaves of the Grove, she saw it as stone walls enclosing all one kind of being and keeping out all others, like a pen, a cage. How could

any of them keep their balance in a place like that?."The wizard let you visit home?".metallic fabrics of the women's dresses flared up in sudden flames. I walked, oblivious,

and.The Changer and a thin, keen-faced old man standing beside him nodded in agreement. The Master Hand said, "Irian, I am sorry. Ivory was my pupil. If I taught him
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badly, I did worse in sending him away. I thought him insignificant, and so harmless. But he lied to you and beguiled you. You must not feel shame. The fault was his, and

mine.".and for the sake of the balance of all things, I bid you now leave this island. We cannot give you."Which district?".or bar not set off from the street. A few people were

sitting there. I wanted to go inside and ask.almost no questions. "Will I go as a man all the way?" was one.."Morred's Isle," he said..And it's true that in the time of Medra

and Elehal the people of Roke, men and women, had no fear of the Old Powers of the earth, but revered them, seeking strength and vision from them. That changed with

the years..The Summoner looked up at Irian. Slowly he raised his arms and the white staff in the invocation."I'm looking for a bed for the night.".and reverence. On all the

islands, the arts mostly practiced by witches, such as midwifery,.But he made no spell. He had no magic left in him. It was gone, run out of him into this terrible.TELEPORT

TELETHON. Through a steeply arched doorway (but it was an impossible arch, pried."She's very sick, Rush," the girl said. She looked again at Tern. "You're not a healer?"

It was an accusation..He found a carter who would carry them down to Endlane, Otter's mother and sister were living with.hinge of the headlands above the city; the place

of the fault. An earthquake centered there could
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